
Important Information about MOHS 

In preparation for your upcoming MOHS procedure, please read the below information. 

What is MOHS (micrographic surgery)? 

·         The initial part of the procedure is performed by a dermatologist/MOHS surgeon, generally 
under local anaesthetic. They will remove the cancer/lesion layer-by-layer and perform on-
site pathology testing in real time. Once the margins are clear (no cancerous cells remain), 
you can proceed with repair/reconstruction. 

·         The repair/reconstruction is performed by our surgeon, Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer. This is most-
often performed under a general anaesthetic and in some cases, depending on the size of 
the defect, requires a skin flap or graft to repair. 

Hospital/Admission 

·         Your MOHS procedure with the dermatologist/ MOHS surgeon will be performed at a 
separate location to your repair surgery with Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer. Following MOHS, you 
will present to the relevant hospital for admission before undergoing reconstruction. 

·         The dermatologist/MOHS surgeon’s rooms will provide you with the relevant hospital and 
admission information for their portion of your procedure, if you have any questions 
regarding this, you should contact them directly. 

·         At the time of booking, we will let you know which hospital your surgery with Dr Griffin/Dr 
Schaefer will be booked at. Most MOHS repairs are performed as Day Surgery. Admission 
and fasting times are sent 1 week (7 days) prior to surgery, once pre-payment has been 
received. 

·         We always buffer your admission time to give you plenty of time to undergo your MOHS 
procedure and make your way to the next hospital for your repair surgery. 

Fees 

·         There will be separate fees for both your dermatologist/ MOHS surgeon and Dr Griffin/Dr 
Schaefer. 

·         Once your surgery has been booked and Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer has provided your surgical 
plan, we will email you an Informed Financial Consent outlining the surgical fee and any 
rebates from Medicare and your health fund (if you have private health insurance) 

·         You will have 2 separate hospital admissions, one for your MOHS surgeon and one for Dr 
Griffin/Dr Schaefer. If you have health insurance, you will likely just need to pay your hospital 
excess upon admission for MOHS, but we recommend checking this with your health fund. 

·         For your reconstruction surgery with Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer, you will also have an 
anaesthetist fee. Your Informed Financial Consent will have your anaesthetist’s name and 
contact details; you can contact their rooms to obtain a quote prior to surgery. 

·         For uninsured patients, you will be provided with 3 separate quotes for Dr Griffin/Dr 
Schaefer – your surgeon’s fee, the hospital quote and the anaesthetist’s fee. You will need 
to contact your MOHS surgeon’s rooms to obtain quotes for their fees as well as the 
hospital fee for that admission. 



Same Day MOHS 

In this instance, you usually present to the hospital for MOHS in the morning with the MOHS 
surgeon. Once the margins are clear, you will be discharged and can make your way to the 
next hospital for reconstruction. 

After you have been admitted, you will meet with both Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer and the 
anaesthetist to discuss your surgery. In most cases, the MOHS surgeon has already sent 
photos of your defect to the surgeon, so they know what to expect when you arrive for 
surgery. After you’ve spoken to the surgeon and anaesthetist, you will be taken into theatre 
where your reconstruction will be performed. You will awake in the recovery bay before 
being discharged from hospital. 

Next Day MOHS 

Next Day MOHS is similar to Same Day MOHS except you will return home/to your 
accommodation after MOHS and present for your 2nd procedure the next morning. MOHS 
repairs are always booked earlier in the day, so admission is generally early in the morning. 

The reason you may be booked for next day MOHS is simply due to surgeon availability. It is 
often difficult to find a single day in which both the MOHS surgeon and Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer 
are operating so booking for repair the following day means that we can accommodate 
MOHS surgery in a timely manner. 

Next Day MOHS has no increased risks compared to Same Day MOHS and is a very 
standard practice for both Dr Griffin/Dr Schaefer and the dermatologists/MOHS surgeons we 
work with. 

Slow MOHS 

Slow MOHS is performed less frequently, but is done for specific cases. Often, this option 
will be recommended for melanoma or larger skin cancers that take up a larger surface area 
or are situated in a more precarious area. 

The process for Slow MOHS is the same as next days MOHS but instead of proceeding with 
the repair the day after excision, you will continue to have excisions with the MOHS surgeon 
daily or every 2nd day until the margins are completely clear. Once the margins are clear, the 
reconstruction can then be performed. 

  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in contact with us. 

  

Queensland Surgery Centre 

07 3123 7148 

reception@queenslandsurgerycentre.com.au 

 


